


Snowy Plover Identi�caton Tips- counting the right plover (continued).

Together.
It is not uncommon to �nd Wilson’s and Snowy Plo-
vers occupying the same stretch of coastline, howev-
er they generally use di�erent sections of the beach.  
Side by side, the di�erences in coloration and bill size 
are marked.  These two individuals (Wilson’s on the  
left and Snowy on the right) are both in non-breed-
ing plumage.
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Bill size and shape.
Portraits of Snowy Plover (left) and Wilson’s Plover 
(right) illustrate the enormous di�erence in bill size 
and shape between the two species.  Wilson’s Plovers 
need the large stout bill to feed on bigger prey items 
such as �ddler crabs.
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Collar.
In breeding plumage, another helpful characteristic 
that will help you separate Snowy Plovers (left) from 
Wilson’s Plovers (right) is the dark collar around the 
neck.  Snowy’s have an incomplete collar, essentially 
two dark patches on either side of the neck, while Wil-
son’s Plovers have a complete band across their chest.  
Note that both species can have an incomplete collar 
in non-breeding plumage (see above).  
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Nests.
Nest placement is probably the best key in helping 
di�erentiate a Snowy Plover nest from a Wilson’s Plo-
ver nest if the adults are not around.  In general, Wil-
son’s nest within dunes amid sparse dune vegetation, 
while Snowy’s nest in more open parts of the beach.
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Chicks.
Hatchlings usually have attentive parents nearby 
which makes identifying the similar-looking chicks 
much easier.  Snowy Plover chicks are slightly pal-
er with a distinctive black line extending behind the 
eye.  
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