












Snowy Plover Identificaton Tips- counting the right plover (continued).

Together.
It is not uncommon to find Wilson’s and Snowy Plo-
vers occupying the same stretch of coastline, howev-
er they generally use different sections of the beach.  
Side by side, the differences in coloration and bill size 
are marked.  These two individuals (Wilson’s on the  
left and Snowy on the right) are both in non-breed-
ing plumage.

© WIPL-SNPL photo taken by Jack Rogers

Bill size and shape.
Portraits of Snowy Plover (left) and Wilson’s Plover 
(right) illustrate the enormous difference in bill size 
and shape between the two species.  Wilson’s Plovers 
need the large stout bill to feed on bigger prey items 
such as fiddler crabs.

© SNPL and WIPL photos taken by Jack Rogers

Collar.
In breeding plumage, another helpful characteristic 
that will help you separate Snowy Plovers (left) from 
Wilson’s Plovers (right) is the dark collar around the 
neck.  Snowy’s have an incomplete collar, essentially 
two dark patches on either side of the neck, while Wil-
son’s Plovers have a complete band across their chest.  
Note that both species can have an incomplete collar 
in non-breeding plumage (see above).  

© SNPL photo taken by Alex Kropp and WIPL photo 
taken by Jack Rogers

Nests.
Nest placement is probably the best key in helping 
differentiate a Snowy Plover nest (left) from a Wil-
son’s Plover nest (right) if the adults are not around.  
In general, Wilson’s nest within dunes amid sparse 
dune vegetation, while Snowy’s nest in more open 
parts of the beach.

© SNPL and WIPL nest photos taken by Margo 
Zdravkovic

Chicks.
Hatchlings usually have attentive parents nearby 
which makes identifying the similar-looking chicks 
much easier.  Snowy Plover chicks (left) are slightly 
paler with a distinctive black line extending behind 
the eye.  Wilson’s Plover chicks (right) have mottling 
behind the eye but no discrete line.   

© SNPL and WIPL chick photos taken by Margo 
Zdravkovic
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Snowy Plover Color Band Report- Data Sheet

First name.Last name.

Please report the following:

I. Observer
Each observation provides a new time and location for a 
specific individual which is valuable data as researchers 
learn more about the movement, habitat requirements, 
and survival rates of Snowy Plovers in Florida.

Why reports are important?

LR

Additional notes (behavior, plumage, health, etc.)

II. Location and Time

III. Band Combination

Latitude.Longitude.

Site description.

County. State. Time.

Email. Phone.
(                  )  

AM
PM

R lower-leg (tarsus)- bottom band

Notes.

L lower-leg (tarsus)- bottom band

Notes.

R lower-leg (tarsus)- top band

Notes.

L lower-leg (tarsus)- top band

Notes.

L upper-leg (tibia)

Notes.

R upper-leg (tibia)

Notes.

Y LBR B W LGK OG Fi Y LBR B W LGK OG Fi

Y LBR B W LGK OG Fi

Y LBR B W LGK OG Fi

Y LBR B W LGK OG Fi

Y LBR B W LGK OG Fi

YELLOW RED BLUE GREEN WHITE BLACK ORANGE LT. GREEN LT. BLUE FISH*
Y R B G W K O LG LB Fi

Note: bands can fade, discolor, and fall off so please include detailed notes where determination of a band(s) is uncertain.

Date.

* U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service Band, this is a aluminum metal band.

P

P

P
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Avoid disturbing the bird(s) by approaching slowly and keeping your distance.  From February-August, birds may be nesting, so be especially careful since 1.	
nests/chicks may be nearby.

Fill in the 2.	 Data Sheet as thoroughly as possible.  If you do not have a GPS unit with you, please try to determine the coordinates later with internet-based 
tools (e.g. Google Earth or www.getlatlon.com).  If you do not have access to a GPS unit or computer, please write a detailed description with commonly 
used place names and estimated distances. 

When recording a band combination, please include a detailed description of each band in the notes section.  Types of bands used include metal (U.S. Fish 3.	
and Wildlife Service band) and color bands.  No bands are bi-colored (2 colors per band) or tri-colored (3 colors per band).  Sometimes two bands of the 
same color are placed over each other on the same leg, and this may look like one very tall band.  Remember that bands can discolor, and occasionally fall 
off- so not every bird can be identified.  Let us know if you are unsure or failed to see all parts of the leg clearly.

In the additional notes section, please include the following information when observed: 1)describe any injuries as carefully and completely as possible; 2) 4.	
note any breeding activity observed (e.g. broken-wing display, copulation, nest, chicks); 3) note whether the bird is in breeding or non-breeding plumage; 
and 4) if possible, the sex of the bird.

Snowy Plover Color Band Report- Instructions

Please follow the guidelines below if you see a banded Snowy Plover:

Please follow these steps when contributing your observation:

1a. (Last name) 
1b. (First name)
1c. (Email)
1d. (Phone)
2a. (Longitude)
2b. (Latitude)
2c. (Site description)
2d. (County)
2e. (State)
2f. (Date in this format: mm/dd/yy)
2g. (Time in this format: ex. 1:30 PM)
3a. (R upper-leg)
3b. (R upper-leg NOTES)
3c. (R lower-leg- top band)
3d. (R lower-leg- top band NOTES)
3e. (R lower-leg- bottom band)
3f. (R lower-leg- bottom band NOTES)
3g. (L upper-leg)
3h. (L upper-leg NOTES)
3i. (L lower-leg- top band)
3J. (L lower-leg- top band NOTES)
3k. (L lower-leg- bottom band)
3l. (L lower-leg- bottom band NOTES)
3m. (Additional notes)

Please type or copy/paste the entire list (1a-3m) into the body of an 
email or a Word document that you can attach to an email later.  Main-
taining this format allows us to enter your observation into the database 
quickly. 

STEP 1

COLLECTING DATA

SUBMITTING DATA

Insert the data from the Data Sheet into the list you just created.  Be 
sure to use the formats specified for date and time.  If you do not have 
data for an item on the list, leave it blank and do not erase the item from 
the list.

STEP 2

Email your list to the following email addresses:
Raya Pruner, rpruner@ufl.edu
Brad Smith, bsmith@sccf.org
Chris Burney, chris.burney@myfwc.com

STEP 3

If possible, please mail or fax a copy of your Data Sheet to:

Chris Burney
3900 Drane Field Rd.
Lakeland, FL 33811-1299

(863) 701-1248, fax

STEP 4 optional

Thank you for your help.  We will try to respond to your submissions with  
information about the bird(s) you observed.  Questions?  Contact Chris 
Burney, FWC Shorebird Partnership Coordinator (email: chris.burney@
myfwc.com, phone: (863) 648-3200).  
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Snowy Plover Signs for posting and pre-posting nesting sites are now available.  We have a limited supply so please request the minimum number 
you may need.  We have also printed American Oystercatcher signs that are very similar.  The signs are 81/2 x 11 inches and printed on corrugated plastic 
(small, light, and hopefully durable).  To order, contact Chris Burney, email: chris.burney@myfwc.com or call: (863)648-3200.

The Florida Shorebird Alliance (FSA) is very similar to the Florida Snowy Plover Working Group.  It is a growing network of government and non-government organiza-
tions working together to better protect and manage the wide diversity of shorebird and seabird species in Florida.  For more information, please send an email to 
shorebird@myfwc.com.

New Signs Available.
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